THE REVOLUTION
brunt of the royal anger. It had not been definitely settled
whether when the crisis came Anne should leave the palace
and seek protection in the City or whether she should try to
join her husband in William's camp. The means of flight
had been foreseen, and six weeks earlier a wooden staircase
had been constructed from Anne's apartments to those of
Sarah, which afforded an unguarded exit from the Cockpit.
The Bishop of London was dwelling close at hand in conceal-
ment, and Lord Dorset, whose romantic nature was attracted
by such a service, was in constant touch with him. When the
orders for Sarah's arrest were followed by sure news that
Prince George had quitted King James, the two ladies were
able to escape. In the dead of night they descended the
wooden staircase, found the Bishop and Lord Dorset awaiting
them, waded through the mud of Pall Mall, in which Anne
lost her shoe, to Charing Cross, and thence were carried in a
coach to the Bishop of London's residence in Aldersgate.
After a brief halt they set out at daybreak for Dorset's beautiful
Copt Hall, in the heart of Epping Forest. When their flight
was discovered, Lady Clarendon and Anne's waiting-woman
raised so loud an outcry that the Princess had been carried off,
probably to be murdered by Papists, that the Queen and her
household had no small difficulty in pacifying their own
Guards. All search for the fugitives was vain, and when the
unhappy King reached Whitehall in the afternoon, he could
but exclaim in despair, " God help me ! Even my children
have forsaken me ! "1
From Copt Hall the Princess and Sarah proceeded without
delay to Nottingham. The Bishop, who had discarded his
clerical attire, escorted them, armed with sword and pistols,
a veritable embodiment of the Church militant here on earth*
At Nottingham Devonshire was already in arms at the head
of the nobility and gentlefolk of Derbyshire organized into
about a thousand horse. The Princess was received with royal
honours and rapture by the rebels, and warmly welcomed by
1 See, inter alia, Samuel Pepys' account in Dartmouth Papers, H.AI.C., xi, Appen-
dix V, p. 214; Qarke, pp. 226-227; Conduct^. 17-18; Lediard,pp, 53-54; Clarendon,
Correspondence and Diary, ii, 207.
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